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ll vcterinlrrilrr-rs \\r()rr lcl lilrvc
clel.initelt, Iclt thc clil'fc'r.cn(.(. ir-r

lrl)l)r'r>lic-h trtn'lrrcls irtcligcnrtrrs

ltrrctic'cs r-rncl rncclicincs in livcstocli rcurinq
()\'c,' )r"lu's. N<>t lllltn\, )relu's 1rg() \\/c .str'<>nglV

lrcllre rccl to lrncl lrclr,oc'utccl nrr>cle rr-i nrct lrocls
ol'trclrtnlt'nt tr,s \\,L:l-et Ilirght to r-ts. 'l'hcn clu]tc
:.t .:t ltqc itl u'ltic:h r,,,'c clicl tlclI lll:rrttc I'lu'l]t(,r's
lix tlrc incligcr-ioLr.s pr-ucticcs tl-rcv Ic>llc>u'cci l-rrrt

str'<>ngl)' r'cs()r-tccl [o nl<>clcrn prcscriptic>r-rs lrncl
stt>ocl lt\,'that. Nctu, l.ierc is lr stlrgc irt u,hir'li
\\/c lu'c to t>ltse l-\rc rutcl rrnclcr'.stlrncl Inclige n()Lls
'l'r'c:hrricll I(no\\/lcclgc (l'l'l() pritctisccl lr),
f':.rrnicr'.s, lcrrrn Ihe cl'f i('r.tc1, c>l-tlresc lrncl cve lt
pr'()ntotc ti-rc juclicill Llsc o1'Ltlrno Vctcrinari,'
i\,lcclic'irrcs ( llvl\{). 'l-his sut isf ics thc poor
livcstocl< I'anner-s, urho irrc in nrlrjority ir-r ()ul'
c()Lrrltr-1,, on tl-rc cLlrc, cost ancl cultttrlrl
clin tcr-rsions.

'l'ltis prQer ottllltres tbe c.ctrtceJtt o./'l:,lt,l4
itt ,getterol f:t'()tlt lhe t,eterirtrtt'iru,ts percpecl it:e.
'l'lte sitrtple tclect ts to prepat'e otn'selues.fctr ct

t'eL,et'sal o./' t'ole .f)ont ctrluocales of' ntctrlertt
nt arl icr'nes to rtcceplrtrc ctf' Ill,'14.

'l'hc f"zrnners i.rrc in zr constlrnt prc>ces.s ol'
Lurlrly'sir-rg, clroosing, cXpcrinrenting zrnd
ziclaptir-rg tcclinologies or practiccs ( Cl-ranrbcrs
799,i), 'l'hey ure engagecl in tl-iese activities
w'ithin er (,ctnrplcx. Diversi{ied ancl Itisk pronc
l'arrnrir-rg (C.I)R) \)/ithin the CI)R agric_-ulrrrre

tlre I-:.rnlters thcntselves al'e continLlously
c.x1>erirncnting ancl aclaptir-rg tl-re infornrzrtion
ancl technology in tl-reir local conditions
(ltarnkLullar, 1998). This a,daptatioo, in

eclcliti<>rr t<) t':-triotts oll-re r I'llr't()t',\ Lrlilist's llrc
Ilrrrncrs' tt'rtclitiottrtl l<nt>u'lt'(lgc rrlso,

Ir-rcligcn()Ll.s l<nou'lcclgc is Ic>c'lrl lin< >rvlcc lgc
u'lticlr is rtnicltre tr> lt givcn c:rrltLll'c ( )r' .s( >r'ictt'

I t is rlrritc clil'lcre nt I'r'<>rr-r t lic l< rlr>u,le clgc
gcl-rcl'lltccl lty { lnive rsitics. r-cscl rclt in.stit rrt ions
lrncl 1trir,'lttc lll-r)t.s. IncIigcn()Lls l<rr< >s,lc,clgc is

tlrc l>rr.sis I<>r' l.>c'rrl-lcvcl clccisir>r-i-ll-)lrl<ing ir-i

lr-ri r rur l l rtrsl xr ncl rl', rrgr-icu ltrr ri'. hclr ltl i c'rr rr. lr r-rrl

r,,rrli()Lls rtthcr activitics in rtrrlrI r <)lt)lllrrnitics.

I nclisenor-rs'['cclrr-ric-lrl Itrtr>u'lcclgt.. ( I'l'K )

ol' lirtc hlrs :.rLtrlrctccl thc ltttr.ntir>r'r ()l' tlrc
researchcrs uncl clcvel()plllcnt l)cl's()r-rncl ir-r

\ricrv' ol' tlrc I'act thlrt ntrrny Ic,clrrlologics
evolvc'cl by thc rese:.rrc-hcrs u,ltcr-r rrsccl lrs .srrr.lr

I-r ilccl tr> uclclrcss t l-re proltlc'llls cxpcricncccl
cspcciully lry the l'cs()rrrce p()()t' {'untrcrs.
'l'ltcrc is:r grorving rculiz:-rtir>n tltlrl scicr-rcr:

and tcchnt>lr>g1, zll'c n()t cultttrltlly, 11",-,trrrl uncl
nl()cle rn iz.;tl,ictn is r-rctt sVll()llYnl()Lls u,itlt
\\/cstcnrizati<;n ( Nair et al, 1 998 )

Iithno vcterir-rzrry N4e:clicinc ( lr\/NI ) inclrrclcs
tl-re irrcligcr-rc>us belicl'.s. l<n<>u.lcclgc. sl<ills,
nretl-rocls. ;rncl prirc-ticcs per-tair-rir-rg lo tlrc
healtl-r clu'c <tl':rni,:rls (Wan'cn, I991) 'l'lrc
cxpelienccs glrir-recl lty thc: l'rrnne r'.s thr>trgl-r
rzarioLls trial ancl cn'()rs zrncl p:.rsscd o\/cr'
gener2rtions lornts tite l>:rsis o{ Ir\ri\4

'l'he follo",u,ir-rg t:.iltie gives a conlpar-isr>n
on the r,,zrrious charactcristics of IIVVI 'vvith thc
Moclern Veterinary Przrctice.
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Table 1. comparison of EVM with the Modern vctcrinary Practicc

MODERN VE,TERINARY PRACTICE

i

! t',rssccl on tl'orll gcncrttti<ln to gctlet''-tticltt

i ,r,. l'lrrttte t- tc> fltrtt)cl'

i ,t,,r's're r ttric:r-rtccl lttlcl cr,'olvccl by' f'arnlcrs
I

I C,,n",patible with tl-ie local sitrtetir>tl, lolv
externztl inptrtsclepenclency on

E nr.,iron ntc nt f'ricnclly

Not 
"r,cll 

clocttttletrtecl

'fitkcs lI)()rc tin'ic [cl sho'w cl'lects

Consiclcrcd as Llnscientif-ic ancl prinritive

Spccilic tr> local sitturtion since clepcnclent

c>n locerlly availal>le inPtrts

i\4ztr-ry of the ethttol'ctet'inltrlt t-t'tc:clical

prtrcticcs ztncl r-rle clicines zlre tillle testecl, cost

clfcclive, reztclily available. locatioll speci[ic

:-rncl LIre cl-Ivit'c>nttlent friendly-rllaking tile poor
livcstocl< fztrnlers depenclable on thctr-r.

'fltere 2Ire vzrrioLls steps itrvolved ir-t

rcliltelllent of'IIVM. -['he importltnt ottes will
bc:

I . 1)octttncnttttion clf- arrailallle tcchnologics

As ntentionecl ellrlicr there arc vztt'iol-ts

pract.ices 2tncl trteclicir-res tl-rat are locatit>n ancl

conll-ntrr-rity specific. With rvicle variatiot-ts in

tltc ;tgricr-tltlrt'al crc>ps. plants ztrlcl l-rerbs ancl

tl-rc vuryinB knowleclge r>f tl-re divcrsil'iccJ

CC)nlntLl ltities One cottlci expect t izrrge

clrrirntttrn of infonnzttion ir-r this zlrea, N{ltny ol
thcsc 2Irc ignorccl, Sonle ,"tre clisrnisse cl 2is

bcing prinritir.,e zln(l ttnscientiflc. Unless these

2u'e colleCtclcl ancl doctttnetltecl tltere is'(r
chzrnce o{' losir-ig this vital infonnzrticln. Irztrttlet'

ltarticipatory discttssions initiatecl by the local

vcterinarians can be of nrttch Llse in tl-ris

contcxt, there are {erv l}lagazines like".I'he

I{oney Bce" ptrblishecl in Ahnreclabad wl-ricl-r

c2u'ly inflorrtratiorr on the indigenolls practices

Scicrtce oricttLccl. clevclrlpccl l)y' t'c.sclltt'cltcrs

Corttr))unic-rted 1'rottt l'cseltl'c'hcrs ttl
vettcnnlu'l2tns

lvlav' ()r lttzty tlot
siLrratic>t-t, tTlorc

inputs

May be hanrtf'ttl

bc c<)lt-il)rIt ibic rvith l<>cltl

clcpcr-rclcncy' ()n crtc:rt-iltl

to the ctl\/it'otrtttetlt

Wcll cloctttnentccl

Quicker rcsurlts

Consiclered 2ts lllodern irresl;cctil'e o[
their t'elerrance tc> the sc>cial .s1'513111

G c ne rzrl recolllt]te ncl ations

{-ollorvccl by the lir,'cstocli t)u'ller.\ in Irlciizi

2. Understztndirtg 11'l( lrncl its vutiicl:rtion

-I'he veterinztt'i'.tt-t observcls \r:tritltl.s cLIsLls

anci rccollltlctlcls tlvN'l f'r'onl lris pcrceptir-rn
-l-l-rc'v,eterinarirtn is verl'' rllte'n ptrt intt> lt

cctnfusing sittt2ttion irl cl-rr>o.sing bctwecn thc

stock knou,lcclgc receivcd f r-c>nl tl-re (.ollcgt:

luncl tl"rc II'K grtirlccl thr'otrgh L'xPcricnce in
sc>lr.irrg thc prr>blcnis f itcccl in thc f ieicl '['lris

is rnor-e so rvhen thc c:lie rtts '.Il'c p(x;r livcst<lcl<

owncrs ancl ntltjr;rity of-ther)l rtrc smtill he rcl

owne l's r.vho pr-cler to kc'cp thc exltcnclitr-tt'c

olr trc'.ttnrent to thc tninitttttnr. In sttcl-t

circr-tl]-)stllnces ltc nt'.t)' l-ral'c Io c()ll]Pl-()t't.tisc

elfectiveness f'or the sttl<c of' ccc-rn()nl\'.

'l'trc t'cterinlrri2Ins iu"c irl zt 1>;trutclc>r it{'

r,vl-rctl-ret' to ztccept the- li\/N,{ priicticcs \\/l-rich

2u'e to lte valiclertecl or' ()pt for the tl<>clcrtt

n-rcclicines r,trhich zrre zruthenticzrtccl l>y Iorntal
rcsearcl-r. It is l-rere tl-re t'etct'inttriittts harrc tcr

havc an ef ficient inforrnation nctu,ork.

Tl-re vcterinariztns neecl to ttnclct'stztr-rcl the
logic and rirtionale underlying the IIVM, T'his

is tl-re first step of screening thc pr2lcticcs
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*'lrich sccn'r t(> l;c c>l'n()a sc.sc, cr-rrclc lrrrcl
Lrnscientil.ic'.'l'lrc l)l'()p()r-rcr-rts ol' ll\,,N,I rrr-c ol'
Ilrt' r'ic*' tlrrrt thc ir-rcligcn()Lrs pr-rrc.ticr:s iu-e
tirr-rc'lcstt'cl lrncl tlrcle is nr> r-rr:ccl to srrbjcr.t
tlrt'rrr I<>r' scicr-itif ic vlrliclirti()n. I Ic>u,cvcr..
r ltlrcl:rtir>n is nccc,s.strt-\, Ic> givc cn()rrglr
('( )ll I'i clcrl t'tl lirr t hc vctet'i t-t lt t-ilt r-rs t () pl'll ct i ce i t
ill tlrc I'iclcl. It is nol p()-\si5lc: tr> r.rrlicl,t. ull
t ltc ltvrrillrltle e thnct

'cte.irrrl11, 
nlcclical p.lrc:ticcs'l'hc scier-rtillc

r rrliclitv' t>l.tlrc practiccs c()Lrlcl l>e (lonc ()n l
tltr-cc 1t<>ir-rt vlrliclitl, a-,rr-rtir-rr-rrrrn: \,lllicl, c.lul,t.slty,,
not valid (l)c, :_rncl Ituct. 199 i).

3, t.a tcg<>r-i z.trli<;r-r ol' l-l'l(
'l'hc rrvlr illrble cth n orze te r-inlr r-y, r-r-rcclica I

pr-lrcticcs ot>scr-r,ecl lu'()trncl corrlcl bc
c()nVCnier-rtly qr'()Llpccl il-rt, flv,c catcg,r-ics ,,
tlic l;;rsis o1'scic:ntil.ic vrrliclitl. lls \\,cll as thc
nLu)rbcr r>f' Iarnrcrs zrcloptir-rg ()r- r_rsinq thc
Pr':rc'ticcs. 'l'hcsc colrlcl be nlappecl on zr gr.icl.
( .sce I-igrrre)

I Iigh zrdoprion I Iigh Valiclity

9,1 Lc>rv rralicliry I{igh ircloption 9,9

L()w r.uliclity

1 .l l.orv zrcloption

Low acloption

F{igh validity t,9

Irig: C.zrtegc.rrizirtion of. pr.:rctices

'l'he scientific validity and adoption zrre
nurrkcd fl"orr-r a rninirnLlnl of 1 to a nrzlxinrllm
of'9. P.actices gror-rped in cell 1, l are low in
acloption and in scientific validity ancl hence
clo not c:rll in for urgent zrttentic>n, unless therc
is sonre justification.

It is useful to star-t experirnentation rvith
the practices and nredicines wl-rich are in cell
9,i. I'l-rese are the ones that fzrrmers adopt
rviclelv br-rr yet to be scientil'ically valiclated.
Ilcasons I'or- lorv zrcloption zrre to be probed
into tl-re practices in cell 1,9. These rnight be
the ones that reqLrire modification to suit the
lr>cal conditions if ail other situational factors
2r.e not to be blar,ed for poor adoption.

In l.,cr-lrlrr the \,ctcrir-rlrr-ilrrl u.itlr thc lrt,l1>
of' tlrc l,clrl lrocly, corrrcr ()r'glurizt, I'lrr-rnt,r-.s
r-ncLrtings rrt tl-rc (]r':rnr I)lrr-rc-hrrVlrI lt.r,cl.
c'r>< >r-clit-trrt ing vlr r-ic>us livcst or.l., clcvc,loprr-rt,nI
lrscnc'ies ( lil<e tlrc i\lill< t,o-r)l)e r-lrtive s< >c.ict\,)
in n'lriclr thc l)l'()s1rcc'ts r>{' \.lu-ir.,rr.s
ct h r-r( >\,ctcri r-r lr r-)' r r rcrl ic'lr I I)r':rr.ticcs c.,r r I cl I >r,

clisctr.ssccl 'l'his u'ill lrclp in iclcntili.in.q
prlrc'ticrcs irncl Lrn'lurgir-rg thcrrr ir-r tlic urtililt.gr.icl
ltrsccl or-t lrclol>ti()n lrncl vlrliclity,

,t. (.<tnclrrcting <>n-llrr-nt r-csclrr-cl-r

()ncc tlrc uscl'r-rl 1>r'lcticcs rrr-c iclcntiliccl
rtild sclectccl, Ihc,u.ctr-,r'inlrrirr n.s (.orrlci ir-rrr ilrte
zrctivitics to r>l>.scr-vc rtncl sttrcll,,tlrc: clJect ol'
tlrcsc in thc ficlcl cr.cli[i,n.s 'l'lris u,ill lrt,llr
I l rc' r'er.sc:-r|cl ]er.s, vctcrinlri.u'rs ;.r ncl crtcnsionists
to lltr\/c the ()pportlrnitl, to ir-rcor.p<>r-lrtc tlie
l<nrl*'lcdge, cxpcr-iencc ltncl nr<;clillcati,ns,I'
fa.,lcr-s i. the clc,u,elc>prllc.t c>l' srrit ublc
practiccs. r\Ior-eo\/cr f'lr rnrer-s hlrr,,,c lrn
oppo.trrnity to evzrlturtc thc Ir\/A,l u,ithir-r thcir
o\Arn procluction systc,nrs.

5. 'l'r-a nsler of ir-rforntlrtior-r

-l'he vete.inu.irrns huve to hrr'c lrr-r clllc.icnt
nctrvork of inl'orrnirtior-r tr';_rnsf cr- to b,ilcl Llp
confldence in prop2rgating tl-rc inclusi'r-r of-
valicl ethnc>veterinary nrcdical pr-acticcs irr the
rnocler-n practices.'fhc clecentr-aliscd
denlocr'lltic set up in Ke.rrla lavour-s sLlcll lrn
organiz'ationa,l set r-rp for inl'o,rerti,n tr-ansfer-
The veterinaria,s in a district co.ld get
together to discr-rss ancl clebate the var-i,r_rs
practices tl-rey conlc 2lc-r()ss zrt Gr-:rnr
panchayats. Popul:rr practices colrlcl bc scnd
to Io..lal rcsearch stations f,r-rraliclati.n. i.
addition to on-farr, t.ials by tl-re veterinzrriuns.
l'his interaction coulcl gener-ate a rvezrlth ol'
knowledge on EVM.

A veterinary gracruzrte passing out of'the
college is zrt present not exposed to trre
concept of 'accepting what tl-re far-nrers 2rre
doing' and 'lear-ning fi'om far-nler-s,. I-he stock
knowledg" that (s) I-re receives from rive years

',Yjtu,.(l3Y..Y*I:tEl)A, 1*,ll1l ANIMAL scrENCE< parrs t trnct 2 rry

i: )li1::iii'iT:3:::,f.y :ll:*,:9:,;1,'s ,,a"."s."p;; 
^il;;-.';o,u,,ii,.ii,l.il,

!^ \/r, rvr\_rrr\_/i5rctl_/f f) 1\(/.lJ G Ir+rl, Ll DIlSllC

l;:1,::l!i::::,,,.]::,1::*1i tt'i,:1:1,,,,,9/o ccnrrc rc,r rncrian Knc,rvrccrgc Systcystc lrts ,

L()k Swastltyzr
Ncr. 2,25 EastStrcct,T'iruv:rnrniyur,Chcnnai 600041 givc.s uscfr-rl rcvicw.s of indigcnou.s ;,ir;;;;:;
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()l tt-ttctlsivc tt'ltit-tit-tg clt>cs ttclI ir-it'ltrcle

s( )ittctIir-rg t[:rt l)I()\'icle s hitrl'''Ilc1 c'<>r-rlicle l]cc

tr> lt6c'cl)t tll()l'" ,l-ran u'lrlrt ( s ) l-re icltt'tr's ir-r tirc:

l.<>t'tttltl s)rstcnr' 1'}r''icticlrlll' ( s ) l-rc ["'rccs thc

rlr,rcstir>n o{' \\,hetl-rcr it is |igl-rt ()1' \\'I()llg [()

lrr.ltclt lclr f lirrllell's' ktltlrvlcclgc'

'I'otvarcls the Zlst century

'l'l-rcrc slloulcr bc propcr ftrcilitic's I-<;t'ttrc'

clr>cr.rnrcntation :tnd tcsting o1-ell tl-re llvN'I it-t

LIsLr' Scicnti['icallf it is csserrtirtl Lo iinour thc

clrrrg irctir,,rty ol' all tlvlv'I and its cl-licltct,/ ir-t

trclrlrtrcnt O[' clisezlscs or c'onclition's ' Scritltts

thinking ncecl to bc cJorlc on incorporatirlg

tllcct>nccptof.IIVN{inthel]VSc-anclAII
cu rt'ict-tlr-t tl-t.

Atprcscnttl-recliverscnlttttre.n()n-
cic>cgutcnt..ttign ancl lacl< o{- r''itliciity ol' EVN{

ir-rhil>its its sc()pe of inclttsiouin trloclcrn

rzctct'in'.tryillcclicir-rc'ltisthecxperietlccitncl
ir-ritizrtivc ,l thc fzr',ers a.cl rrete.in':rrizr.s :r.cl

pr()lllpt vzrlicllrti()r-r l;y tl-rc rcse2tfcl-r tlutt crltrlcl

I lrcilit'"rtc the stlrootl-r inctlr"llorarti,tl r>f thcst:

pr2I(]tiCesancltrlcclicirresltlongu,itltt.lrc
t-t-iocl crn rl-reclici nc'

All O["us 2rre ,.twitt'e tllzrt ther-e is no systcr]-I

ol nreclicine [l-ritt is a pltnllc-ea 1'or lrll the

ailttletrts zrncl cliscztses' IIVM lnay provicle low'

c().st solr-ttions to sollle of tl-rc l-rezrlth problems

cspeciztlly in the t-ttral ztrezts' 
'fhe ttltir-pate zlitl

sl-rall be to iclentify anc] refine such of'thosc

incligenolls practices and tnethocts wl-rich are

ef,l'cctive in tre '.rttl]ent of anir-tlals.

()trric]caisneitllertodcnottncenrodcrn
grcclicine nor to gi-ttt'igl-rtll,, zttlvocitte EVM its

2tn altcrnzrtive to trezrt tl-re atrinlzrls; it is tc>

fe(lLlest thc fcllor,v vcterinarizlns to girre lr fztir

tr.ilrl tr> t:\ \l u lrit.lr r-rt,crls to lrt' i)l'L'.:t't'r t'tl

'ct<>r.c 
it is l<>st.-l.lrr,\.ctt'r-ir-','ll,r.s lr.ing \ r'r')'

cl<>sc tc> tltc liVt'sl.tlt'1.. ()\\'llt'l's t'.tll t't:t'tlrirlh

hcllt srrstlrin E\,'I'l llV Ct>ilct'tittg tlre 1'lrl ll)t'l's

u.iscl()l-r), cxltcritnetrting $'ith it lttttl silltritlg

tl-rcCxl)ericllCC.Su'itlrlli'sltct.lt'll()\\,
\,,(,tcrillrri2llts lJ)' clr>irrg s() ()\.t'l' 1l 1-lt'r-it 

.)tl ol'

titticiti.sP()sSillIctc>(.()ll)Ctitttrritlr
appr()pr-iat e 1)l'csc't'i1lti<>ns t>l. irrtIigcr-r()rIr''

nrcclic.inc.s l"itr tt'cltttt'tct-tt <ll clist'ltscs
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