
Close Encounters of a Different Kind

I)lcr-rty ol'u,rrtcr lrrrs Ilou,n rrncle r tl-rc briclgc
sincc' nt\,, first po.sting rrt Pangocle. Rut the
rncr]'lorics r>1-tltose soocl olcl clay.s zrt Pangc>clc'

llrc pernlancnt. 'fhoughts of lr-rsl-r green l-rill
tops, \z2rst paddv llelcls, n-tinztrets of nlosqLle.s
thut prr>tn-rcle sl<\'rvards :rltorre the cocctnut
trces. w,eekly nttrket clztl,s ancl those inno-
ccnt f'arnrcrs u'ith their sense <>l-hunroLrr still
kccp n"lc u\\,:lkc, ()n long slccpless hights.

'l'hosc clzrys were goc>cl Ior vetcrinzrrians.
Veterinuri2rns werc essentially clinicians.
AI'tcr clinic there w2r.s 2t lot of tirne in the
evening f or rc:rcling, gall-re.s, music ancl other
thing tl-rat c-ctught ycttrr fancy. No\\r, it's the
clther way rc>trncl. A I'ield veterinarian scl-
clonr I'inds tinrc Ior tl-re clinic ancl nrost of
his tittre is takcn up lty, extension activitics
u,hiclt coulcl huve been verJ., well handlecl
b\,' lcss competcnt people.

It \A'2rs on one of those cloucly evernings
ancl I u,'zr.s w'aritir-rg for a brrs after work. It
\\/2rs those clay.s rvhen 2ln), neatly dressecl

),'()ung ntan $,ith its briefczrsc w2ts taken tct

ltc ()nc of- thosc 'gtrlf-rettrrnecl'. With the
slight drizz.le. the sky w:-rs ()\/crcust as people
took shclter in thc>se rvay5i6ls pan shops.
Anl<>ng the curious tl"rat fixed tl-rcir sigl-rts on
nle wlrs one pzrir of-rccl e),CS tl-ritt I particu-
larlv nr>ticecl ()nc, th:rt belongecl to other
th:rn thc lrtun2ln species.

It \\/2rs rr l-n-rge btrck stancling filty nretres
zrw2ry fl'onr nte zrcross tl-rc road. I{e was
.sporting as rathcr large bczrrcl, looked sl-rabb1,
ancl I zrssunre cl snrellecl trgl1, too. I uratcl-recl
:rncl .szrw tl-rose red eyes ttrrn hr>t ancl giery
lrt' tl-rc rninutc. I cotrld {eel his g ze pass
tl-rougl-r ntct like a laser beanr. firont ll11r

cncoLlnters with tl-re other kind cltrring nly
clays at the veterinaly collc-ge l-rostel, I kne'rv
the looks wcre l-rostile.

I Ie l;egan lry slowly rvalking tor,vards nle
sl.zrring rvitl-r eycs fixecl on nte, slowly, gath-
cring nlomentunl till be finally brushecl past
scraping by llly right knee. Retreating, he
u,,cnt back tct l-ri.s olcl position stancling tl-rere
2IS if nothing out of tl-re ordinary l-racl hrp-
penecl. I looked aroLlncl :rnd to n-ry slrrprise
{ound that I rnras tl-re centre of attraction.
-l'hose curious ltulging eye.s let me knorv I

hlrcl s()nlcthir-rg clrlrstic in st()l'(, lor nrr.

I turnccl arolrncl tc> tlrc sorrr-rci r>l'p<>rrncling
hoovcs ancl belorc I corrlcl clr>clgc lrorrncl I

was btrttecl on thc knce u'ith rrll thc niisht
ol' tl-rat l-rai11, Itcucl (.ur_rght ol'f' grrarcl I u';rs
throq,'r-r ol- n'rv f ect rrncl llrrrclc'cl right in tllc
nriclcllc' <>f' lr nrrrclcll, ltor>l ol' r'lult\\.lrlcr' \l)
briclcrrse zr>onrccl ltlrst likc rr llvirrg :.lr rt.t,r
ztncl lanclccl in t hc nticlcllc r>1 tlte rourl I

slorvly, l'cgirincd lll),, Ix).stLlre ;tncl str locl cr'c('i
evcry,thing wlrs LL lllcss. N,lrici rrncl f"iltlr rril
ovcl' lne, nt1, pl'iclc clroltpir-rg to :tr-r rrll tinrc
lour. -l'hcrc wcrc c:hccr-s fl'r>nt tlrc \'()ult.q
2ult()n{r the crrtu,'cl trncl :r lrtr>k r>1- ('()ncrl'lt ()n
the Iaccs of- tl-rc clclcrll,.

I I'clt likc thc loscr r>l' ar Sprrnish brrll-liehr
ztlthough the rrrcnu \\'2r.s snrall tlre spr:c'talr>r's

tnztcle up in ntrnllters ancl sercnrccl r-o cr-rio\
every/ rnontent ol'it I r"ultltecl rrrr. r'ight l<r-rcr,.

which had bk>r,vn r>trt ol' ;_rll proportion 'l'hr:

cardinal sigr-r ol- inll:rrnrnrrtior-r irrrcl sct in. I

felt {or 2L frzrctlrrercl putellu. btrt tl-rc u,holc
2rrczr wlls su,'olle n rrncl rruntb I cr>ulcln't cli.s-

tinguisl-r bct\l/ecn rlrhic'h n,lrs u,hiclt
'l'hc beast \\rzrs blrck ut its stlrr-tir-rg lrloc'1...

sl-rif'ting gears get"ting re ucly Ic>r' his I'inrrl rrs

szlLtlt on the r-r-rzrintccl cnclllv tIis lrloocl.shrir
eyes gleantecl arncl l-rc, \\,as {rrrning likt, .r lo-
contotive. 'l-hzrt wlrs u,ltcn rtrv lrlo<tcl iloilccl.
I u.oulcl get bzrck tl-ris tirrrc. J'l-rc r,,or-cls r>1.

nry f <tcttball co:rch. r,r,ho hacl suvccl nr1. skin
. on ntany a occasion rzrngin nty ciu-s "oflcn(.L,

is the best fornt ol- clcf cnsc' I pllnnc:cl nlv
moves as hc torc clorl'n u,.itl-r rrll his nright I

.su.crvccl usicle, shiltccl ll-r),,urciglrt lr> l)tv
nlzrimercl right l"g uncl irr>c>tccl lrinr u'ilir ;rll
thc p()\\,cl' in nty, Iclt lcg, ()n to ltis riltr:rrgc

"[.hcre wa.s LL n]oar-r f <tll,:rurccl lr],, r_r [ht rc[. I Ic
fell likc 'cL log of- u,or>d in latcr;rl recrrnr-
bency.. "['here was LL nlonle nt c>l silc:ncc, lr.s

tl-rc chcering cliecl dor,r,n. 'fhe u,hr>le *.<>r-lcl

seelllecl to stand still Ir>r u lll()ntcnt. the u'incl
hacl stoppcd Itlou,,ir-rg, thc 1-rircls stopl;ccl
ctrirping, thc lezrvcs stoppc:cl n'ur,'ir-rg ancl tlrc
rztindrops seernecl to l-rang f'r'ozcn in nricl rrir'.

-I'he crowd clreu' nezrrcr I'ornring '^ sr-nlrll
circle arotrnd rne. ancl tl-re c()n(lucrecl bcast.
My professional calling czrmc back to n'rc us
I slippecl clou,n on to llty knccs ancl ltent
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