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Egg drop syndrorne
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gg clro;r svn-
clrome is a cliseilSe

ceuscrl bt' rul

r\clcno virus tl-rrtt

caLlses hcltr-r' pr()cltrctiott
clrop in c()nlntcrcirl arrrl

brcccier hcns. EDS 7(, t'irus
()r,\clcnr-r 127 r'in-rs affc:cts

thc c.qg lat'irrg s\stcrll irr

c.hiclicrrs u-hiclr c:lLlscs cil.Ll

I)r( )cluction l)r()bletls.
Incidellcc

t'r,tl.tl rlrr,1'r s) ncirotrlc ir-i

lllrlturc ilocl<s ()ccLlrs ir-r

l'.r-rr()pc,,'\sia.' .'\irrcrr and

Latin Arne rica. Thrs l.res

not bccrr cliagnoscd in LISA

ancl Crrr-ra.cla.

Tran stnis sion

,\ll r\clcno viruscs Arc

potcntiallv trirr-rsrnittc'cl bv

ve rtical r()ot. U nder coltl-
rrlercial conditi()ns dircct
tran smts sion occ urs frorn
iecal sheclcJers to suscepti-

ble tlocks. Inclirect iniec-
tion is possible b)' contatni-
nated persc;nal, ecluipmeltt
and housing.

Sy*ptoms
()ther than acute drop

in egg production in ma-

ture flocks, no specific
clinical abnorm:rlities can

bc ile rccte cl tirllos-irrg latcral e \l.l( )sLrre to I rl)S r-irr-rs.

I;rrlLlrc to rrttair-r pcak pr()rlurcri,rn nl';1\'bc associatcd

u-ith larcrrr iniec'tion ()r lateral inrrodr-rctir>r-r oi inicc-
tion ar or-rsct scxual nrlrruritr'. Tirc clecrcrrsc ir"r cgg pr()-

ciuction coulcl becr)nle ipparcnt bcf, rrc tl-rc bircls rcrrch

fortv u,ecl<s oi age, t>ut it Lrslralli'happens clurring tl-rc

c.g.g proclucrion pcak arrd lasts for eiqht to tu'clvc
n'ccks. The clccrcesc in c,gg procluction coirlcl bc gt eater

thlin firrtv pcr cent. lJrou'n ancl tintccl-shcllccl strains

shou' lack oi pign-rcntation. Durring cg.q dropr hcns u'ill
lrrv cgg u'itl-r \rcrv thin shclls, no shells ()r u.intl c.qgs.

I'i.ggs nlav havc rl chalkt'appcarancc.'fi-rc albumcn clf

thc c,q.q is \\.l1tc1'1r., the clcnsc part cor-rlcl bc lllucldr'.

llatc.i-r:il>ilitr, is clir-nir-rishccl in brccclerr l-rcns. Therc
nright bc: liqht ciiarrht,,c,r irucl pralc crttrtits.

I-,e sion s

Irrar-r-rirration of sacrificccl clir-ricallt' Lu-Irlitcctccl birds

u'ill shou' rcgrcssior-r of the ovan'. Flistc-rlogical changcs

in tl-rc ()\-Arv occur atier infectiot-t.

Diagnosis

Ill'isolation of thc r-irr-rs in cluck eggs or on iive

ccll tissue culturc. Diagnr-rstic c()niirmatic-rn is possi-
blc bi' demonstratins a rise in antiboclr' titre in paired

sera using \,'i\ or II,I-ISA pr()cedurcs.

Prcvention

Bl' r.accinating the immatLrrc breeding and lay'inu

flock u,itlr afi activated oil etlurlsion \raccine before
onset of production. \'accination is succe ssful in Pre-
\renting vertical transmissirtn to chicks rru,hich other-
rvise fi1a1, remain latently infected until thel'them-
selves get to peak Ir),. Vaccin;ttion is alscl effective in
pre\renting hortzrtntal transrnission u,here LIDS is en-

demic.
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Immunization of Chicks

The maior problem here

is dctermining proper tinte ol
vaccination. ln gelrerzrl, it is

suggestecl to arrc-lid r.accina-
tirln on daY One, zS irnn-rLrne

system oi ci-ricks is not ma-
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ture. It has been suggested to vaccinate chicks from un\,'ac-

cinated parent t-locks as earll'as 7 dal's. In the case of Prog-
en), from vaccinateci flocks, immun tzatron can bc clelai'ecl

up tc-r 2 - 3 u,ceks. Llnfrrrtunatelt', tl're more virulent fortns

of the virus break ti-rrough the nlaternal immuniti'much
earlier so the chicks may hrn-e to be protected from an e^r-

lier 
^ge 

b1' ^ 
stronger r.accine. [t is also recommended to

revaccinate the cl-ricks at suitable interr.als so tl-rat antibodi'
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